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Explaining the Realationship between Vernacular
Architecture & Contexualism

Pooyan Naghavi® Mostafa kiani™

Abstract

Vernacular architecture has increasingly absorbed the attention of architectural
communities in recent decades. Finding a common feature including all historical and
geographical varieties of vernacular architecture will improve the recognition of this
kind of architecture. On the other hand, context and contextualism in architecture is a
multidimensional tendency and all the different architectures have made their own benefits
from that. In this survey, vernacular architecture contextualization has been studied, around
this main question that how much vernacular architecture is related to contextualism in
different aspects of the context. In this article using the descriptive-analytical method,
different definitions and aspects of vernacular architecture presented by specialists have
been scrutinized and contextualistically reconsidered to make a clear-cut understanding
of the relationship between vernacular architecture and contextualism. The analysis of
written resources regarding vernacular architecture in this survey highlights the tendency
of the writers to different aspects of the context. It should be mentioned that contextuality
is a relative value and it can be measured in case of comparing official architecture with
vernacular, the two which are considered opposites.

Keywords: Context, Contextualism, Vernacular Architecture, Contextual Architeture,
Aspects of Context

* This article is based on the Phd dissertation of Pooyan Naghavi in the field of architecture, entitled «Aspects,
physical subsets and process modeling of contextual architecture», directed by Dr. Mostafa Kiani and Dr.
Hamed Mazaherian in Isfahan Art University.

** PhD Student, Architecture and Urban Planning University, Art University of Isfahan.

sk

Associate Professor, Architecture and Urban Planning University, Art University of Isfahan.



