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Abstract A

Environments where children will be present are effective in the formation of
personality, the child's behavior and his all-round development. The researchers have
concluded that the experience of recreation and play is effective in preparing children
for effort, problem-solving and creative activities. There are spaces in the current child’s
environment that do not give the children a chance to think and question, and learn from
the environment. This study investigates the play space of children aged 6 to 12 years
old, considers the needs of the children in these spaces and finds the solutions to design
a pleasant environment for the children’s favorite plays and entertainments, so that the
play space will be effective for enhancing the children’s creativity. The mixed methods
research is used to achieve the mentioned purposes, and the drawings of 60 children
aged 6 to 12 years old (the children’s notion of favorite and fun play spaces) in two
groups of girls and boys, and also the children’s behavior are evaluated and analyzed by
using the software of Atlas Ti. The results show how the children imagine their favorite
play space, so some design solutions of the children’s play space can be offered towards
enhancing their creativity to create a more favorable atmosphere in the children’s play
space by considering these needs and combining them with the solutions of the previous
researches regarding the promotion of the children’s creativity. These solutions include
natural elements (nature), animals, furniture, view, visual details, various spaces (open,
mid-open, close), various plays (individual and group), considering the age and gender
groups, and providing free conditions for the children.

Keyword: Play Space, Children, Children’s Needs, Creative Environment

* Assistant Professor, Architecture Faculty, College of Fine Arts, The University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
** MA Student, Architecture and Urban Design Faculty, Art University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran.



